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179 Naval Postgraduate School Graduates Toss Caps, Sept. 26 
 
One hundred twenty five U.S. officers, 31 international officers, and 23 Dept. of Defense civilians received graduate degrees
in commencement exercises at the Naval Postgraduate School, Sept. 26. Superintendent Rear Adm. David R. Ellison and
Provost Richard Elster presented 172 master of science degrees, 13 master of arts degrees, one master of business
administration degree, one mechanical engineer degree, and three doctoral degrees in the morning ceremonies in King
Hall.  
 
Graduating U.S. officers included 67 from the Navy, 29 from the Marine Corps, 17 from the Army, eight from the Air Force,
two from the U.S. Naval Reserves, and two from the Coast Guard. The international officer graduates hail from Brazil,
Greece, Germany, Mongolia, Mexico, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, Taiwan, Turkey, and the United Kingdom.
 
The keynote speaker was Lt. Gen. James T. Conway, Commanding General, I Marine Expeditionary Force. In over three
decades with the Marines, Lt. Gen. Conway has commanded companies and battalions; served as Senior Aide to the
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; and commanded The Basic School. In the mid 1990s, he was Deputy Director of Operations
J-3 for Combating Terrorism, and President of the Marine Corps University at Quantico. In 2000 Conway served as
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division; and, in 2002, as Deputy Commanding General, Marine Forces Central. He
graduated with honors from The Basic School; the U.S. Army Infantry Officers ​ Advanced Course; the Marine Corps





USMC Maj. John E. Bruggeman Jr. received NPS ​s top academic award, the Monterey Council Navy League Award for
Highest Academic Achievement, as well as the Chief of Naval Operations Award for Excellence in Operations Research and
the Military Operations Research Society Stephen A. Tisdale Graduate Research Award. USMC Lt. Col. Eric B. Treworgy
earned the NPS Outstanding Academic Achievement Award for Department of Defense Students.
 
USMC Capt. Michael C. Margolis was presented with the NPS Superior Service Award. USMC Lt. Col. David R. Overton
received the Marine Corps Association Superior Service Award for Outstanding U.S. Marine Student. USAF 2nd Lt. Jason
Todd Monaco
 
was awarded the Air Force Association Award for Outstanding Air Force Student, as well as the first Louis D. Liskin Award
for Excellence in Regional Security Studies. 
 
Hellenic Air Force Capt. Georgios Zafeiropoulos received the NPS Outstanding Academic Achievement Awards for
International Students, as well as the Monterey Kiwanis Club Outstanding International Student Award. Also receiving the
Kiwanis award was German Army Maj. Jeorg Wellbrink, one of the three students to earn a doctoral degree.   
 
USMC Lt. Col. Eric B. Treworgy and USMC Capt. Mike Draper received the Space Systems Operations Award for
Academic Excellence. USMC Capt. Stephen Joseph Monsour earned the Armed Forces Communications and Electronics
Association Award. USMC Capt. Paul Francis Fillmore was presented with the Space and Naval Warfare Systems
Command Award in Electronic Systems Engineering.  
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Lt. Seth Allen Miller received the Naval Sea Systems Command Award for Excellence in Combat Systems. Lt. Robert Hill
earned the Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division Newport Award for Excellence in Undersea Warfare Technology.
USMC Capt. James Robert McGrath received the Chief of Naval Operations Information Warfare Award. Lt. Steven Rumph
earned the Chief of Naval Operations Undersea Warfare Award. Lt. Juanito F. Boydon received the Naval Sea Systems
Command Award in Naval/Mechanical Engineering.  
 
USMC Capt. Sean E. Hynes was awarded the Rear Adm. Grace Murray Hopper Computer Science Award. Lt. Michael John
Rak received the United States Naval Institute Award. U.S. Army Capt. Phillip R. Clark received the Army Acquisition
Corps Award for Scholastic Achievement. USMC Capt. Daniel J. Boersma earned the Rear Admiral Grace Murray Hopper
Information Technology Management Award. Lt. Michael C. Mosbruger received the Commander George L. Phillips
Modeling, Virtual Environments, and Simulation Award.
 
DoD civilians Mr. Michael Gomes and Mr. Steven Bullard received the Meyer Award for Outstanding Student in Systems
Engineering, via distance learning.  
 
First Command Military Leadership Award 
 
Cmdr. Joe Sullivan of the Graduate School of Operational and Information Sciences received the first Command Military
Leadership Award, presented to the active duty military faculty or staff member who, in the opinion of NPS students,
contributed the most to the professional and military success of his students during their assignment at NPS.  
 
Faculty Awards  
 
Three civilian faculty members were recognized for their outstanding contributions to research and teaching at the Navy​s
corporate university by being named Distinguished Professor: Prof. C.P. Chang of the Dept. of Meteorology, Prof. Tony
Healey of the Dept. of Mechanical Engineering, and Prof. Guillermo Owen of the Dept. of Mathematics. All were
recognized as senior academic role models who have given continued effective service to the Naval Postgraduate School and
conducted work of significant impact on national security and their fields of expertise. 
 
Chang is an internationally recognized scholar on monsoons and tropical meteorology who received his doctoral degree
from University of Washington in 1972 and joined the NPS faculty the same year. A fellow of the American Meteorological
Society, Chang has published more than 80 articles in  open literature and given numerous invited presentations. He has also
edited six books in the field of monsoon meteorology and climate of East Asia.  
 
Healey received his doctoral degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1966 from the University of Sheffield, in England. In
1967 he became Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering at Pennsylvania State University. His early teaching and
research was in vehicle dynamics and control. Healy joined the Mechanical Engineering Department at the University of
Texas - Austin in 1971 as Associate Professor, and was promoted to Professor in 1974. He joined the faculty of the Naval
Postgraduate School in 1986 as Chairman of the Mechanical Engineering Department, and served in this capacity until
1992. While at the Navy​s corporate university, Professor Healey has led projects in control and navigation for Autonomous
Underwater Vehicles ​ AUVs - and established the NPS Center for AUVs. With funding from the National Science
Foundation, Office of Naval Research and Naval Underwater Systems Center, this work has progressed from fundamental
studies to construction of an AUV and participation in Fleet Battle Exercises.
 
Owen is an internationally recognized expert in game theory who received his doctoral degree in mathematics from
Princeton University in 1962. He was then on the faculty of Fordham University, Rice University, and the University of the
Andes in Bogotá, before coming to NPS in 1983. The author or co-author of more than 100 peer-reviewed journal articles,
Owen is best known for his seminal research and classic text in cooperative game theory. The text has been translated into
five languages. In addition, Owen has been a visiting faculty member at 28 universities in ten countries during his career.
His collaborations with chairman of the NPS Department of Defense Analysis Gordon McCormick grapple with topics of
major national importance, including terrorist decision-making, the dynamics of insurgency and counterinsurgency, and the
proliferation and counter-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. 
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Associate Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering John McEachen was awarded the Richard W. Hamming Award
for Excellence in Graduate Teaching, by Dr. Darnel Whitt, trustee of the Naval Postgraduate School Foundation. The award
is presented annually to a faculty member who has demonstrated instruction and thesis advising excellence, both in and out
of the classroom. Prof. John Powers accepted on Prof. McEachen​s behalf.
 
Professor McEachen, a recognized expert on computer networking, earned his doctoral degree in Electrical Engineering
from Yale University in 1995 and joined the Naval Postgraduate School faculty the following year. While at the Navy​s
corporate university, he has developed new courses and laboratories to support teaching and research on computer networks,
has been involved in Distributed Learning and short course delivery, and receives excellent marks for thesis advising. His
students describe him as a knowledgeable, caring and intelligent professor who challenges them while exposing them to new
ideas, and who always has time to help. 
 
 
